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OUR VISITORS TALK.
Many fine things are being said about

Wichita in connection, with the pi

congress. As an instance, the
Interviews, recently published In the Hous-

ton Pest, with CKose who participated In
Ihe congress are given:

Mr. B. F. Bonner: Speaking of Wichita
makes me feel good. There are several
members of our delegation who have in

the past attended conventions all the way
from the Canadaa to the gulf and from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, and I want
to join in the one impression of us all
that they have never had the honor of
being so royally entertained as on this
trip to Wichita. The members of tne
"Wichita Commercial club have hospitality
in its proper sense incorporated m tha.r
very souls. They know just how to msKO
us feel as if the town and all that ivas in
it, including the Commercial club, beiopg-o- d

to "us. It seemed to be their one
whole desire to have us feel cay nd
comfortable and I am sure that they did
not fall short in a single instance and
when the Texas delegation ba3e them
good-nig- they even had us believing
that the flowers were sweeter, the a:r
was purer and the girls ware prettier
than in any other spot on earth. I am
proud to say that the members of the
Texas delegation are feeling justly proud
of the Congress at
Wich.'ta.

H. M. Wolverton of Duncan, I. T., vice
president at large from the Indian Terri-
tory: After visiting Wichita and attend-
ing the Commercial
Congress, I am more impress! with the
importance of the west as the coming
commercial, agricultural and mining cen-

ter than ever before. I think the pi

Commercial Congress is one el
the grandest institutions ever conceived.
I believe that the good results brought
about by the business men of the west
representing all the various branches of
commeice wdll after awhile turn the tide
of a .arger percentage of fit manufactur-
ing and commercial interests tfian thej at
this time anticipate. I feel especially
thanLful to the people of Wicnini for the
generous and hospitable treatment that
we have received at their hanJs. I am
glad tht Houston will have the nesf con-
gress which meets in 1800. Houston was
reprefented by a large delegation of prom-

inent business men, representing various
branches of cammerce. They are an en
ergetic, enterprising and free hearted
pocple. They are now working on dcp
water with the view of becoming an out
let for' their gulf trade. Steps have been
initiated in this matter, and could not
have been more wisely planned than that
which they brought before the congress
at "Wicfhita In agreeing to bring the busl-nes- o

men of the west to see for them-
selves that the plan that they set forth
Is a just and meritorious one and that
they are enttltled to recognlt.on by the
congress of the United States. I believo
that if deep water is obtained that it
will be more beneficial to the Indian Ter-

ritory and Oklahoma. I may say that I
am unalterably opposed to statehood fori
the- - Indian and Oklahoma Territory for a
number of reasons. If admission is in-

evitable, however, our people will demand
that it be done on equal terms, that an
equal division of public officers and build-

ings be made.

C. S. Penfleld: The
Commercial Congress is only second in
importance to our national congress. It is
composed of men of the highest character
and ability, representing all of the Btates
west of the Mississippi river and is really
impressive to contemplate. The leading
business and professional men devoting
their time and thought and care to the
conferences of this congress, evidently
regard that the work and lntluenco of
this congress is of very great importance.
I believe that the meeting of this pi

Congress at Houston will be
one of the most important epochs in the
history of this city's history. It was
especially gratifying to the Houston peo-

ple to see the appreciation shown by all
of these reptescntatives of Houston's Im-

portance and future. I return from
Wichita, with increased confidence and
hither aspirations for Houston's future
than ever.

Hon. James T. Garrtty of Corsicana:
In my opinion the meeting of the congress
at Houston will be of very great benefit
to Houston and probably succeed in get-

ting what Galveston has deep water.
It will also be of meat benefit to the
whole state, being composed of a repre-
sentative body of men. All of tne west
and northwest will see Texas for them-
selves and learn the wonderful extent of
its resources. I imagine it will have the
tans effect upon the delegates from
abroad that our visit to Kansas has had
in some of us. I confess that after see-'n- g

as much as 1 have ot Kansas I have
a great deal better opinion of it than I
ver had before: I am sure that th's will

certainly be the case with those who
isit Texas. Through the courtesy of

Major iculnlan, we have had a most
trip and received so much cour-es- y

and attention from him that we felt
s If we were in Texas all the time and
njoyoig the pleasures of home life. It

.va an occasion long to b remembered
iv myelf and all the other members of
he party.

J M. Cotton: The character of the men

i attendance upon the congress at Wieoi-.- s

guarantee that they recoramenda-on- a

will have due weight wrth the Fed-- t
1 congress. It was this congress at its

Mission at Denver that brought the appro-
priation of iS.an.6flO for the jetties at n.

When they unite in making any
recommendation it is almost sure to bring
forth good results. You ask what I think
the next congress Kill bring for Houston?
I am inclined to believe, after a talk with
a large number of the delegates in at-

tendance at Wichita, that we will have
one of the largest congresses in point of
attendance next year at Houston that has
ver been held. The Texas delegation

jiromised the members of the congress
:ikt they would be rojally entertained:
that the should have a ride oa a govern-
ment steamer down Buffalo bayou and out
through the jetties to deep water, and,
f Time will permit, they must also be giv-

en an excursion to Sebrne Pass, Velaso.
Port Arthur and Aransas Pass. A large
number of the delegates from the moun-
tain districts are anxious to visit the deep
water ports of Texas, and. as Houston
never does anything by halve, or in a
half-heart- manner, I am sore that all
our citizens will unite in making good the
gurantees of the delegates to Wkinta.

Too much cannot be said as to the Im-

portance of this consre.. When a meet-
ing of business men, manufacturers ana
agriculturists unhe in a four days'" setuoa
for serious consideration of business woo- - I

lems and tho f manufacturers and j

transportation, eschewing all political
thmes, we have wise recommendations as
the result.

General J. R. Waites met with a most
manificent reception at Wlehita by Col.
Fitch, Major Brown, Lieutenant Barron
and others who were officers of the
Twentj -- first Kansas, which regiment "was
a portion of his command while at Chick-amau-

and other places. The genial of-

ficers of thu regiment were proud of their
general and seem to take especial delight
In having him meet their friends from
Kansas, Oklahoma and other states.
They made his visit a pleasant one and
rendered great assistance in getting a
majority of the Kansas vote for Houston.
The general said that the meeting of Ve
congress was a wonderful event and
means much to the western half of this
country and Houston can count herseir
fortunate In securing the next meeting.
"As for myself," said he, "I never

a more delightful visit in my life."

C. H. MIlby: The magnitude and im-
portance of the com-
mercial congress at Wichita was far be-o-

my ideas of that organization. To
meet men of national reputation like Hon.
D. F, Francis of St. Louis, Governor Pit-
kin and other prominent business men
from New Orleans, congressmen from Mis-
souri, Kansas, Nebraska, California and-othe-

states, governors nd
railroad men, wftose names are known
everywhere, gathered together at ex
pense of time and money that it requires
to visit such a place as this, created a
deep impression upon me. We must begin
the work at once to make the meeting
hero next year the greatest success In the
history of all preceding congresses, next
in importance to the national congress at
Washington. Thousands of persons who
nave never realized the importance of
Houston as a deep water port, are now
familiar with our strong position, and the
benefits the wost will derive from deep
water channels from th's city. We must
raise the money necessary to push the
work without delay. I shall take pleasure
in subscribing to such a fund, as 1 feel
certain cvhers will who are interested.
The people of twenty states and tern- -'

tories will for the next year have their
eyes upon Houston. The citizens of the
great wheat producing section take a
great interest in this annual meeting, and
everywhere the pi commer-
cial congress is mentioned during the next
twelve months it wifl bo associated with
Houston. The exact date of the meeting
has not yet been decided, but it has' been
oxpected that it will ba held some time in
April, 1500..

F. A. Heitmann: I think the next meet-
ing of the pi commercial
congress will be of more benefit to Hous-
ton as a city and as a port than ary other
meeting that could bo held. I talked per-
sonally with gentlemen from California,
Idaho, Oregon, Colorado, New Mexico and
with dozens from Oklahoma, Missouri, Ar-
kansas, and I believe that If we push" the
meeting here as it should be pushed the
entire country will be
represented by hundreds of delegates. It
will require considerable money to carry
on this congress. We have pledged our-
selves to print the full proceedings of the
next meeting and to furnish halls, badges
and all other expenses and to keep the
executive committee supplied with the
money necessary to carry on an effective
campaign for the meeting to be held in
Houston, as I understand, in next April.
I shall take pleasure in subscribing to a
fund to bo used inthis work.

Senator R. A. Greer of Beaumont: My
wfe and I started to the
commercial congress raoro on a pleasure
trip than anything else. I knew nothing
of the objects and aims of the congress
except what little I had reen in the news-
papers, and I paid very little attention to
that. I was much impressed with the im-

portance of this congress and ost im-

pressed with the determination of its mem-
bers to do good for the entire producing
class of people. I am satisfied that every
member attending the congress had the
interest of the producer more at heart
than any other class of our citizens. Most
of the discussions were along this line,
and the principal idea seemed to be that
the producer was oppressed more from ex-

orbitant freight rates to the seaboard etian
from any other one cause. I am satisfied
that this congress will work to the great
good of the people of the south and west,
and the day is not far when all
the western and southern congressmen
will be compelled to work for th1 enact-
ment of the views of th's bod into laws,
and I am satisfied that the pressure will
be so strong that eastern men will havo
to fall in line nd recognize the force of
the section west of the Mississippi river.
The Houston delegation certainly deserves
great credit for the earnest and zealous
work which' they undertook in securing
the next ?es;ion for Texas. It is not only
Houston who should be proud of these del-
egates, but the entire state of Texas. It
was a hard fight, but Houston won with
hands down. I do not think that tho bene-
fits to Texas hi having this congress at
Houston next year can be overestimated.
Certainly if this congress can cause the
national legislative body to deepen the
channel between Houston and Galveston,
it will be of untold benefit to the state,
as well as to the whole west. Outside of
the mere personal question that Houston
will be benefited, the whole state will
reap the benefits from the advertisement
that these people will make of their trip
and of the unquestioned influence that will
be exerted in favor of the gulf ports by
the members of congress from the west.
In this connection I desire to say that the
Houston delegation were ably seconded in
their efforts by the ladies whom they car-
ried along I never saw such seal and
energy shov-- n as thee ladies exhibited in
the interest of Houston. They worked
ceaeiy. I also wish te make mention
of the fact that Mr. Kwlng. the orator
furnished by Texas, was by far the moat
ged and eloquent speaker that was on
the ftage during the entire sessions of tne
congress. In sajing this it is no small
compliment, because there were governors,

senators and prominent
la went from every part of toe country,
and men whose speeches will live m the
annals of toe congress.

Colon! X. L. Mills: The cession of the
pi congieaa at Wichita has

been a sntendid one and the large neater
of delegates in attendance from the states
entitled to representation gave evidence
of tne growing importance in which these
se&stoos are held by the people. The. great
Interest shown In anything brought before
the congress reia'tive to the gulf outlets
and te Houston and deep water in Buffalo
bayou in particular showed very plainly
that people north and west of us are fu.Iy
alive to the benefits that will acc-u- e to
them upon the completion of th s
When wa see tne nu?- - .i. en- -

i'-.- s f :ti
country tfaroug'a wh..h w c. raised
aad realize the surplus amount cf all this

vast territory will come to our wharves to
be loaded on ocean vessels to all the mar-
kets of the world, we can understand the
immense volume of business that must be
handled. Colorado boasts of the products
of her mines, but they sink Into Insignifi-

cance when compared with the immensity
of the grain, cattle, lumber and other pro-

ducts in all the vast territory north of us,

and which must pass throuh our gates.

The ladles of the party, Mrs Rosine
Ryan. Mrs. Bettie Bryan and Mrs. .. A.

Greer, of Beaumont, state that they are

enthusiastic over the marked hospitality

of the ladies of Wichita, combining re-

fined culture with the free hearted man-

ner characteristic of the west.
Thf entertainment we received there,'

1 said Mrs. Ryan, speaking for herself and

the other ladies, "should stir us to wor.
up the greatest enthusiasm and interest
among the ladles of Houston and other
points which the congress intends to visit
and prove that southern hospitality is
fully commensurate with that extended
to us at the 'peerless princess cf the
plains,' Wichita." Mrs. Ryan said that
all Kansas and particularly Wichita was
a perfect revelation to her.

The Post gives below the impressions
of other members of the delegation from
Texas as to the recent congress at Wichi-

ta, the entertainment given m their honor,

the next meeting in Houston and the gen-

eral effects of that great body, the
commercial congress:

E. L. Dennis: Our attendance at the
commercial congress

grought both pleasure and surprise to
every member of the delegation. I am
satisfied the people of Houston ave no
conception of the power and Influence of

the congress. It Is a representative body
composed of able, thinking, influential
men, who are associated, not only with
hte affairs of their own states, but to a
large extent those of our whole country.
The people of Houston are to be congrat-

ulated that the next meeting of this body
will be held in this city, as r know of no
agency having greater power to advance
the material interests of our city and state
than this congress; in fact, I believe it
holds the key that unlocks the door to
the realization of the material benefits to

be derived by our city and state from
deep water in Buffalo Bayou. It be-

hooves every citizen of Houston, when
the time comes to arrange for the enter
tainment of its guests, to put his shoulder
to the wheel and his hand in his pocket
and see that Mr. Richardson and his as-

sociates are provided with the necessary
aid to properly entertain the congress.

'Hon. P. K. Ewing: The munificent
hospitality and generous response to our
request for the congress to come where
God smiles seems to have fallen willingly,
about tells it all. The next meeting of
tho pi commercial con
gress will prove a signal stroke for the
advancement of the material interests of
both Houston and Texas. It cannot fail
to cement more closely the bond of al

interests between the south and
the great west, or can It fail to furnish
ocular demonstration on the greatest

now in contemplation for the fu-

ture prosperity of the great
territorp. It was upon this plane

that we made the fight, for the next
congress at Houston and got it. The re-

sponse was ready and hearty. The meet-
ing of the present congress was an im-

portant one and much good may be ex-

pected to result from its deliberations.
As a member of the committee on reso-

lutions, I know that the most careful
thought and patient deliberation were
given to the subjects covered by them,
and while some of them may not be ex-

actly what every one would like, the
trend of thought embodied in them tend
to point out legislation much needed in
most Instances, at least for the com-

mercial interests of the country.

Mr. W. H. Cortes: I am enthusiastic
over the trip and believe that the Hous-
ton delegation could not well have been
improved upon. After we arrived at
Wichita It didn't take us long to find out
that we were the third candidate in the
field ami that Hot Springs and Cripple
Creek had already a great many delegates
pledged to them. Every member of the
delegation went to work, and those from
other parts of Texas did their full duty.
Galveston and Houston delegates were
like twins. The great west has many im-

portant questions to decide and transpor-
tation to deep water is far beyond all oth-

ers in importance. I feel certain that the
meeting to be held in this city next year
will be of untold benefit to Houston and
all of the points Interested in the gulf
outlet. We must go to work on the
next congress at once to make it the most
Important meeting in the history of that
great body.

Mr. Homer R. Mitchell: I shall long
cherish the memory df our pleasant trip
to the commercial con-gre-

and to Wichita, the "peerless prin-

cess of the plains." Profound interest
and earnest efforts of so many and far
distant states in and for objects whose
attainment must redound to the greatest
growth and development of Houston
deeply impressed me with her inevitable
destiny os a southern metropolis, and the
magnificent hospitality of the people of
Wichita set an example which will de-

mand of Houston her best efforts, for we
must surpass it next year aad leave the
stamp of our character upon next year's
congress, as well as imbue them with a
deeper interest of our great project.
Wichita was my home during the period
of its great boom and I was most agree-
ably surprised in finding there the life
and energy which te everywhere manifest,
haviny heard so much of her prostration
after the boom collapsed.

Tom Richardson was, of coarse, as busy
as any ctltr man at the congress, and as
It- - secretary from this time until the
meeting at Hoaston will be more than any
one man responsible for its success or
failure. Mr. Richardson was acquainted
in advance with a majority of the dele-

gates to the congreos and counted his
pergonal friends among those present by
th hundreds. Mr. Richardson said: "The
executive committee is especially strung.
I have never met a more capable execu-
tive oificer than Mr. E. R. Moses of Great
Bend. Kan., who holds toe very respon-
sible position of chairman of the execu-
tive committee. Mr. Moses and Hon. C
A Fellows, of Topexa, vice president for
th? state of Kansas, will visit Houston
soma months before toe congress con-
venes, and I feel certain that no guest
ever visited Houston who will be more
t'jcrottghly welcome. I will have so mocfc
ti my and so mack to write with refer-
ence to this great meeting in Hocstoa
next year that you will pardon me for be-

ing so brief at this time."

Mr. C. W. HaH: A jollier set of dele-
gates never left Ue city of Hoestoo than
those which composed the delegation to
the, pi Commercial con-
gress at Wlcalta, cor did ever a rarcy

leave that worked harder both ladies and
senuenien, man am mis ae.egation. jmsyj
accomplished the purpose for which tncyj
went, which were: First, to get the In
dorsement of the congress of deep water
at'jHouston; second, to hold the next con-
gress to convene at Houston. Bota of
these were accomplished aft'r very hard
work and the closest competition of other
points, which were after the next meet-
ing, who were on the ground twenty-fou- r
hours ahead of our delegation and had
done some very effective work. Our treat-
ment by the people of Wichita, and espe-
cially the Commercial club, waj s mply
immense and the trip will long be remem-
bered by all who went. There were a
great many very interesting events, but
the one that took the laurels of the occa-
sion was the address of Hon. Pres!ey K.
Ewing. The ladies of the party worked
hard to aid in accomplishing what we did
and should receive credit for a big part
of the work. It was an occasion long to
be remembered.

Hon. George T. Jester of Corslcana: I
think the meeting of the
Commercial congress at Houston next year
will be of great benefit to Texas. There
is no question of one thing, and that is
that the states which compose the pl

Commercial congress are being
settled up very rapidly and that all of
these states are looking to Texas for an
outlet to the ocean. Texas is the most
important state of them all. It is now
ceded that we have two or three feet
deeper water at Galveston than New Or-
leans has and the Importance Of our Texas
ports is fully recognized. The unanimous
indorsement of tho congress for the ap-
propriation to open up Buffalo bayou is
certainly not only gratifying to tho Hous-
ton delegation, but to the people of Texas.

Mr. D. B. Stancliff: Texa has great
cause to be proud of her delegation to the

Commercial congress at
Wichita. In the first place, it was the
most conspicuous delegation present, and
was composed of a fine looking body of
business men. From the opening of the
congress to the close, Texas attracted the
greatest attention, and the congress was
composed of the most prominent men from
all the states and territories west of the
Mississippi river. The perfect accord and
unison with which the Texas delegation
worked was a source of much pride and
good feeling on the part of the members
Houston and Galveston and other Texas
cities nulled together, and why should
they not? Every ship that comes to Gal
veston will make Houston richer and
every vessel that lands at Houston will
benefit Galveston in the same proportion.
There is more commerce to be secured
than both of these cities can handle and in
a united effort they will be more apt to
secure as much as each can take care of
No one doubts but that in union there is
stiength, and why should there be an
exception to the rule in this case? In my
opinion there is none. Houston went there
with such vim and determination that it
completely captured the congress, ard
right from the start it was a common ex-

pression from the delegates that Houston
can get anything she wants.

Great credit is due to the ladies of the
Texas delegation for the splendid work
done by them, and for the splendid speech
delivered by Hon. Presley E. Ewing. but
the greatest belongs to Mr. Tom Rich-

ardson, secretary of the Houston Business
league, for collection and concentration of
these irresistible forces.

Mr. E. E. M. Cochran of Fort Worth:
Perhaps the most important question be-

fore the Commercial
congress was that relating to deeper har-

bors and facilities on the s;ulf coast. The
west has reached the conclusion that its
outlet lies in this direction. The action of
Houston in sending to the congress the
representation It did has done more to
further the interests of Texas and the en-

tire south than positively was ever done
before by one action. The selection of
Houston a th place of the next meeting
was a fitting one for all the states and
territories of the west. Representatives
who hitherto have not been fami'iar with
corditlons existing in the south and in ail
the gulf cities will go before congress ask-

ing for assistance to develop the coast
country, thereby bettering tho position of
all the people in that country and as a
result thereby increasing the business re-

lations between the more northern state-an- d

those of the south, resulting in a di-

version of the great traffic of the weM

from the east to tho south.

Tho New York Evening Post's special
correspondent. E. V. Smnlley, had this t
say of the congress: It was evident frorr
the opening of the proceedings that th
congress had returned to its first love, a" '
that the leading question to be dlscue '

was going to be deep-wat- ports on th
Gulf of Mexico, as an outlet for the grair
surplus of the great western prairie region
which seeks markets in Europe. Congr

already opened two such ports on tht
Texas coast at Galvtton ard Sabine Pai
on the urgent recommendation of the

congress, but thee d- -

not completely satisfy the ambition ol
Texas to becorne the great commercial
state. Accordingly, a very large delega-
tion appears here from that state to ad-

vocate congressional appropriations for
opening a deep-shi- p channel from the en-

trance to Galveston bay throurh the whole
length of the bay and up Buffalo a Jn to
Houston, a distance of over fifty mi'es.
There Is only about elsht feet of water in
the bay at present, and only three or feer It
feet In the bayou, so that the enterprise
is a formidable one. but the encsrareh sav a
that with J1.033,s) they wTl cut the cnar-ne- l.

and bring large ocean steamsht9 r
to the wharves of Houston. Three or few a
other Texas ports are aim elamo-r-- .- for
congresFionai appropriations, but Uey are
now laying siege to twa consrwa. The
Texas delegates, who are all !k favor of
the Houston scheme, outnumber tha
from Kansas, and tfcey broont with them
a partv of ladies beartne- - migno u btos
soms, with which the officers of the con-

gress were liberally decorated.
The growth "it the new Cmm-rct-l

movement In grain and cattle fram the
western prairies to Eutr by way of the
new golf ports of Oa!veston in Port Ar-tn- nr

deserves m" atteif n taai It te
yet rce1ved In New York Tre. nV tma.
ftira Topeka. K, to New v fc ts ever
1. miles: from Topka to lalrsfw It
l less than r miles; thus toe s1vitae
In distance of the new route - th oM
one to tidewater Is ab-ju- t ne- - cent. A". m

Kansas Is ver- - mch rlfv .o 'hi- -

and it was asMrted - !
".a

today that the opening cf 'h g r ct
has added i ents to the pi- of errr
bushel of corn Sr. h n'e Ts
actajowiedred drawback f 'he --. r?e ,

is the lak of refT-- r T"
which haul th com and wt "C -- as
Nebraska and Oklaheaa a " m' v - j

tnra empty, becaose there hn tcoattu
racvement of Soropeas timfflc. the on' re
tain freight being hsmber from - t rt !

iresaor eastora-xexam-
. iaecw - ao'- -

chu movemeet Is tvUy estabttsa-- - -

er, aaa toe popw o. j3 - axs
are espedaBy pgoo f t-- Vliac laaap j

Continued os 2lnth Pazs- -

J HISTORY OF A CHURCH.
in wicnita, situated hi a magnificent

location, at the corner of Topeka avenue
and Third street, stands the magnificent
stone edifice known as St. John's Episco
pal Church of Wichita. The most beau-
tiful church in the diocese of Kansas.
Abottt$,tj0is invested in the church prop-
erty, and it is now being furnished with,
antique oak pews and furniture and all
the accompaniments of a beautiful church
edifice and place Gf worship.

The church has three distinct periods in
its history. The accompanying cut shows

4 t 4 s f

ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHL'ltr-H- .

the first church building In Wichlti the
Lawrence Avenue Epi-coo- al chunh is we 1

known and the St John's church as it
now stands. The first illustration shows
the chrysalis stage. The Lawrence ave-
nue building Is the moth of caterpillar
stage; and the third, the present stone
church, is the full matured buttorfly.

At this time there is a feeling among
the people of Wichita that St. John's par
ish win make itself worthy of its mag
niilcent church, and that as the years go
by the church will wax and grow and in
crease in stremilh, wisdom and numbers.
There is a feeling here that the coming
of the present rector, the Rev. John F
von Hetrlich, was providential because
since his coming the parish has been
blest In every way and has Increased In
numbers, and has ,completed Its church
edifice. Under the rector the largest
classes known In the history of the church
have been confirmed.

St. John's Church of Wichita was organ-
ized very soon after the town was started
and Its first meetings for worship, were
held early in 1S70 and perhaps in the latter
part cf 1S69. Its membership at that time
was small, but among them were thor
who were earnest and zealous In their
efforts to make the organization a succs-Amon- g

the untiring in that respect w

John Price Hilton. He was an English
man and a deacon and lay reader in tho
church, under a license from the church

'in England It is probab e that this was
the first church of that denomination in
the Ptate west of Emporia, and perhaps of
Topeka At its first organization the s --

ciety had no regular place of worship, but
services were held at such places as could
be secured, and were conducted by Mr
Hilton.

Mr. Hilton could not brook the Idea
that the church which he bad been
instruments: in organising should be with-
out a home or edifice of Its own in which
to worship, and resolved to build a church
for his people, with the labor of Ms own
hands, without help or aid from any other
person. And he did so, and solely with his
own hands, except h hid the u of
leim ad wagon to haul jump f th- - mi-teri- al

to the ground on which he erecttd

F""

the struct jre The c ,urt was e- -. -- td m
the west rido of Min sir ft b. twetn
Tblid street and Central avenue, aoowt

..block south of where the court bona ot
Sedgwick county now stands. The church
was In a manner a stockade, and txcoop1

ingly primitive In all us parts. la shte
was about IS by feet. The accom-

panying cut of tho first church, made from
photograph, conveys mm idea of Urn

extertor appearance of th church.
James R. Mead had deeded to the church
lot on Emporia avenne, and Wllltaaf

Grtficnsteia one at the corner of Marfcot
street and Central avesae. bat they were
of no value to the organisation as it had
no means to bnUd on either of them, and
tiie title was Ufcely to revert to the d lora.

In W7 an incident happened and from
which there was set on foot the piass
that again caifed the church ernaafataur
tato Ufa aad activity Mrs. Martin HHlar
and Mrs. James H. Black of tJMs city hap-

pen! to be at oat social gwtharta,. but
had mtt met before. After an trtn&doe-- t

a and exchanging t'w. they f trad
that h were sts-jTc- SfrfsrosVus.
Ther regretted that there was ro fturch

. lists la Wichita, and expfe-- , the
hope that there ,jrn m'.ght be A"' this
aeetta; ani k"- - w-- f each otbr. thy
he & conft-rmrt- ii enterd 3ic the

rk alh ! ni 4'ermirarloa to ar-e-
ei

- 1 j c.A.5i - laterestt'ia--

'u- - :h- - w --v ii secured their rai

- jz ' r i the same. Tey
focad that the V ib Market !- - d-e-d

to lb chur'h by Mr G.iTT--- e
-- ad

be:i ' 1 - tx arJ iti &r"

that :a ' 1'jsa.p o av-J- e

po- - ir w t: i - r- - . 'j b r --

I deemed ay toe p?ac4 f - J--. By
grrtag esters lament and heidrnx social

h 9J ""- - Jn o&taiHtss; ifil.:.t
j.,, , , ... tSi t A g.4 w.

o.w-- j' - E. . ?a ' v 'dv. , .E.tf-- M '. 'he wiu. Ta t
- aaassrt aret:e m,i lr IXM. Ta '

Iziits of the zfld had la th z.L3t

succeeded by various means la accumu-
lating quite a little fund, so large that
with the proceeds of the sale of the lot

-

o

a

in question it had In Its treasury Jl3.
With this money the guild purchased the I

lots on or near th cornar and i

First streets, and known as the Baldwin
property, which it afterward so! for 5U-5- 8.

Soon after 1971 the question of building
a church edifice began to be discussed by
the ladles of tne guild, and in the fafi of
1S7S the arrangements were completed and
lots on the west aide of Lawrenoe avanue.

j

between Flr-- t and Second streets, were se-

cured and the contract let to build the
church. It was tie intention to have uoih
a church and a rectory. The bulMIng was
not a large one, but neat in stylo and fin-

ish. The cornerstone was laid on Easier
Sunday 1878. and but one man. beside tiie
rector, wa present, and he u stranger.
This fact demonstrates how largely ih'
work was accomplished by lh 'adies .f
the guild. Soon after this church was
built the lot immediately south of !t with
the house on it, was purchase an.l n .!

as a rettorj, and for severa. j- - - n

parish was h ippy in Its n w hunr of w -- .
ship.

The rhuc h wa. wiUi "it t r ti ' r
number of years before W but was at
times visited by rector from other par-
ishes, and in this, manner services were
held at irregular Intervals. ,as the attend-
ance of a rector oonld be secured and a
suitable place to hold them could b ob-

tained In the aprtna- - of tf7 a call was
extended te the Rev. Joseph Colfm. wMab
Hi1 a" 'i tin ill i'" r m."i w'ththe
tbunh avut iti 'avo Mr fo'ui.n wnn
dtvtf t the i tb i ifi w . i d ,

r'!fl "! ''t .d in ob-- a nin the
mar.i f o- -i d th Lw-- - t Avenua
vuoica. and wu ever be kindly remefiv.
bered by those who knew him when he
was fn Wichita. He was succeeded by
Rev J. 8 Chamberlain In the y' '

who stayed with U society ab-- ut two
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years. Mr. Chamberlain was succeeded by
Dr. Louis De Ljw, who was rector for
about one year. Dr. Do Lew was a Jew
who had renounced the Hebrew and es- -
poused the Christian faith and entered the
minftstry in" the fipteeoiial church. Dr.
J o Lew was a Jtdi . fine scMtarir at- -
tatnmonts. In H4 Rev. J. Edaoa of

N. Y., was invited to accept the
rectorsiiip, and was rector for two years.
During his rectorship he Induced the add
lag of a transept to the LawTdnca Avenuo
church building and th procuring and
placing in the building a large and expen-
sive pipe organ. These nnproveeaents add-
ed much to the attractiveness of tho
church and its service, but was a heavy
draft upon the finances of the socioty.
Ittn. Charts J. Adams, wiro waa abo a
ddn, succeeded Mr. Sdson, and he

with the church as rector for about
three years. Ha was succeded by the Rev.
R. W. Rhame, who remained as Its rec-

tor until the spring of 1&8. Mr. Rhames
was constant and zealous Unchurch work.
He suggested aad secured the reorganiza-
tion of th guild, and had it divided Into
iix chapters, as follows Parish Aid. Ben-- e

j.ent. Altar. Missionary, St. Andrews
anl Sunday School, each chapior having
a ue president, treasurer aad seeratary,
the rector being arasldsnt at
aih. He also recommended aad urged

the organisation of a Ycong JPaoafe t cbap-- ur

la the church, in this manner mt

the work of the futd reawiu haw
fo.lowJ. Rev. John F von llacrftak Is
n )w rector aud has been fur th past few
jears.

in tie year 1S87, when the cl! of Wftrtl-lf- a
was t the apvx ot rot- - r butmro

tne noud of adversity bgun to er var
it, and it resources e--: ted U b wi.h i
Umit. Mr Adams, th.r. rector
that St John's church hmid hav a rc-- er

and more attractive house t worship,
and one that would . mparv favor tiily
with any In the state .f whatever d V in-

itiation He believed ;hit the parlf-- wi'h
the aia that It couie t ' from th rU
people of the City. . .' . m J . i Id
a church that wou .. at lt 3 .

He kept the prJ t f his pa' x j).
Ui they bram : . iliv, in in. n it.
tfr and nt i i,x i i ui prmt 1 tut- -

side of tht im t. ,i !
- Suuv rlj i is

were p ft-- ' d t :i . .. wt ih.nbcd.
with whut it w .s h t th Ijl r e
avenue cs i'i . , i r cu t l t id
for. to bu(..I j.i.d ' i Kimpleti n w
church t i tost at least $) 1

be built of stone, and of in- - m . IP v.4
ty!e of architecture and fur - -r

tni.ie in a m m.-- r th, n u 1 ' . tuc.mi atfri - l'!.i nr.l HcMatteg
w r- - p't.un ti ami al ptl. lots purchased

4i lnrr- - if lo . t-- i ii 4l TMisrtt i ih.. ti t rrr-r- i toe avw buitehKf
' ' mmncd. Bat before

the wall or u ' jt'diuic wrt fliaptetmi
tha wave of hard times iwn- - .j the
country and the opl ,r w, u lay
prostrate under H Those wn a.l m.
scrlhad to Um sad to build th h "-- h

could not pay. or war in u r ,

that a Cbrtsttaa epfrK aotd b t , w
to. A bursa stun was borrowed '

by a mortaa n tb Urw.'
Avenue church aad rectory to carry tho
w.Kk and pay obttatlas tarn due. This

done in th hap that batter ttrnr
'!!.) soon set In and the iibsrrtprj

- 'i 1 and tho cnvreB fto'sbed. Whaa M 1

i ! were op aad the trttmea and man
a rk f the roof war la a4aa 3 th
ti nv that had been kntrtf4 sod cat

I n the ubser!pt!'n had Imsa as
i i ' 1 aad no mora cta-- b eatlaMN
, .. --k had to itop. anas' a

f I 1 bca pot on to av th
' vi h the hope of fcwttsr tfi wa

t v k would h carYlad ta crHapfe
' ut the expected hattar time aV

r. .and the pi aspect af rumplatUi
l rcb beeama more aaaptfsl ati

u , " hen after aalta a clay, ao maaay
j d obtained to further pa wa wttl

i . w k. C. A. Walk, cn of pha vestry
v n ad af whew th toes aa wast
"iii ih eharrh vara cMfeaaaal had fa.

4 -- wrf eat o th bafidtap; and haft?
--. ', paes Cor aaattap ntt

a farther worn wa
poned.

v itb an :Mea;ts af its tpjt
rUnw Um aa at Ulna, thaw
10 b Httl r no Maa af aassala r

that war upon to. r of riiiisalng til
Laamnce Avaaa ekarch srtaa ta pjart
pap ft was aader.
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